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http://rrtechnical.info/ 
 

I hope most if not all readers will recognise the above as the address for the Technical 

Library.  After a slight hiatus, production of material for the site has swung into top gear.  

The main worker is Richard Treacy who manages to convert the material he receives, into 

language the computer comprehends. It is then he who arranges the stuff and makes sure you 

can download it as needed.  Our object is to make whatever technical material is available, 

readily accessable to anyone in the world.  It is sometimes forgotten by enthusiasts that the 

objects of our interests are the cars.  Without them it would seem odd to have ownersô clubs.   

 
 
 
No no, it cannot be, 
but it is!  The iconic 
AX201 itself 
snapped by some 
lousy photographer 
at the moment  
when proceeding 
was NOT on the 
agenda.  It 
happened I believe 
in 1997 in Hong 
Kong ï at least it 
wasnôt raining.  It 
would be interesting 
to have a transcript 
of the conversation 
between the three 
hapless occupants 
in the rear seat! 

 

 

 

For this reason our quest is to provide every facility to anyone who is fortunate enough to 

have one of them no matter what the condition in the hope that they may better understand 

them and hopefully repair and/or restore them.  Sadly, the aura surrounding the old cars 

wards off the average mechanic who understandably avoids cars that are likely to be complex 

or require considerable research to fix a problem.  He has of course experienced the owner 

who regrets paying for óvoyages of discoveryô. 

 

We suggest that as the manual and spares parts come on to the website that you download 

them onto your hard drive for quicker reference,  Richard and I have spent an great deal of 

time, having scanned the publications, breaking them down into ódownloadableô size files and 

believe this will be of considerable help to users.  You might consider when you next upgrade 
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your computer, if it is of suitable specification, putting it in your garage and loading the 

material there.  It seems that the modern mechanic is incomplete without his own terminal!!! 
 
Now if the driver 
had a laptop 
computer and a 
radio link he could 
dial our library and 
get the latest 
writings on early 
Ghosts.  Actually 
these have yet to 
come, but at least 
he could read up on 
later models while 
he waited for the 
covered wagon to 
come and recover 
the old dear!  In 
fairness we should 
be a little tolerant of 
the foibles of a 100 
year old car! 

 

 

We of course have Tee One Topics and its index kindly compiled by a Swiss owner Jonas 

Trachsel together with that folksee compilation of the activities of the only functioning self 

help group in the Club, Crewed Jottings.  Full credit must go to Victoria Branch member 

Robert Wort for this enterprise.  There are patches of opinion in the Club to the effect that 

any information produced within a Branch is to be kept there.  This is a mini version of 

course of the attitude of our sister Clubs who almost castigated David Gore some years ago 

when he suggested we pool our technical and data resources for the benefit of the 

preservation of the cars.  The rejection was based on the resources being needed for the 

maintenance of the Clubs rather than preserving the cars.  Personally I have really wondered 

why Branches donôt take advantage of the offer by our web administrator to place their 

newsletter on the site particularly as the area is restricted to Club members! 

 
 
 
 
The owner of this engine was proceeding with 
the rest of his car at great speed when this 
strange miss and knocking occurred.  Such 
things do little for the lower portion of the 
driverôs alimentary canal!  Apparently one of 
the exhaust valves had seized in its guide and 
stuck open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But Richard and I soldier on and continue to amass whatever we can find and prepare it for 

the Library.  Only last night a good friend from Hong Kong agreed to scan a complete set of 

build sheets for all the Phantoms IV complete with the trauma details associated with their 

production but kept very secure.  Did you know that one of them had to be re-chassied as it 

simply could not cope with the body mounted on it?  Such stuff makes fascinating reading for  
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Seen here is the valiant push rod that tried to force the valve open and bent itself in 
the process. 
 

 

 

the true (in my opinion) enthusiast.  And in that context I am always 

amused by many of those glorious coffee table books that present 

various models  in magnificent colour and photographic excellence, 

implying to the uninformed reader that they are witnessing the 

revelation of something approaching a sacred icon!  

 

 

 
 
A caption is not really needed is it?  Unfortunately stories and pictures like this cause much incredulity among the 
coffee table book set, if you get my drift.  The worst feature of Rolls-Royce motor cars is that they were made by 
men as were the materials that allowed their construction.  Had God taken personal charge, none of these 
problems would arise.  The first strangulating story I heard was of a Cloud II wending its way down the New 
Jersey turn pike at a perfectly respectable speed and it snapped a connecting rod!  The owner when he 
recovered quietly approached the Factory with the details and they quietly pointed out that the guarantee did 
indeed expire sir some 2 months previous to the occasion!   
 
The climate changed however with the injection of the Silver Shadow onto the American market.  Bankruptcy was 
yet to reveal itself but even in the mid sixties it was clear, produce or perish!  Apocrypha would have it that two 
new owners of this radical new Rolls-Royce, probably influenced I imagine by the coffee table mob, that the cars 
were so perfect they did not need water!  The Factory apparently replaced the engines on these cars.  The other 
gos was that some American owner, shocked at the price of a new filter cartridge decided to make one from a 
Cadillac filter augmented with the cone fitting on the top of the original.  In the event the whole thing collapsed, 
blocked off the oil ways and the engine seized.  That engine was also allegedly replaced.  I mention both these 
events because of the curious conundrum the Factory got itself into, with stressing  perfection to the point where 
the less intelligent took actions that were grossly deleterious to the car.  To summarise I once again pass on the 
remarks of the Factory superviser when I was there óIt is only a car you knowô he said.  
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The GM400 Transmission 

 
Literally millions of these transmission were made with all sorts of applications.  Rolls-Royce 

chose the transmission for the Silver Shadow after a stop gap use of a modified Hydramatic 

originally used on the óRô type cars.  The modification  involved squashing the profile of the 

box for the Shadow to fit it under the car without it dragging on the ground seeing that the car 

had no chassis!  The Shadow also brought the electric gear change to the marque ï apparently 

a bold step with which the Directors had some concerns.  For this reason the famous get-you-

home  lever was supplied which when applied to the selector lever on the side of the gearbox  

through a provided aperture, the hapless driver could manually select the range he required,  I 

have to confess I have never heard of the feature having to be used and of course the electric 

change continued to the end of production of the Crewe cars. 

 
 

The 1989 models featured a deeper sump but fortunately the standard filter kit available from 

any auto store still fits the unit. The 

transmission is extraordinarily reliable and 

robust provided you keep clean fluid in it and 

keep that at the right level.   

 
Because the sump is much deeper in the ô89 models  the 
filter which hangs loosely from the main casing has to be 
suspended lower.  This is achieved by a spacer and 
longer bolt for the filter retainer. 
 

The early transmissions on the shadow and 

spirits had a óstandard sumpô which had a 


