
 

 

"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter.  
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The m aterial does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any material 
in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any action.  
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitne ss for purpose of any material in this Newsletter.  
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (includi ng, without limitation, loss of 
business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter.  
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors.  The information contains material submitted and 
created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material"  The purpose of these self-help 
gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge of the vehicles in our charge. It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work 
carried out on these vehicles will replace the expert knowledge of those that specialise in this field. Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her 
motorcar maintained by a qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the  vehicle themselves. 
 

Please visit the Rolls -Royce Ownersô Club of Australia (Victoria Branch) website for more of our local Club news. 

www.rrocavictoria.org.au/  

 
  

Another year has slipped by at lightning speed (which means Iôm getting ever older). 

All in all, it has been a moderately quiet year of activities compared to the previous one, but plans are afoot to keep 

our lads busy for the next season. 
In what seems to be the  starting of a tradition, we met at Lionelôs private garage for some simple jobs and a 

Christmas breakup. You may recall some time back the warning I made about out of date radials? Well it seems that there 
was another casualty; this time it came with a re asonable amount of warning. A Silver Cloud II Owner was motoring with his 

wife to a Club event when a strong vibration made itself apparent. The driver pulled over to the emergency lane of the 

freeway to investigate (he suspected a blowout), however, none of the tyres were flat and at first glance, all seemed pretty 
normal. 

It was after a close inspection when the cause of the vibration revealed itself on the left hand rear tyre; it was 
completely warped and had a nasty looking lump in the tread pattern. T he tyre was exchanged with the spare and the rest of 

the day went without incident and it was at the workshop where the offending tyre was removed from the rim where the 
cause of the warp was discovered. The steel belt had suffered catastrophic fatigue and was in the process of delaminating the 

tread from the body of the tyre and a blowout was probably only seconds away if the Owner of the Cloud II kept on driving.  

 

The tyreôs age was 9 years old and as the photo clearly shows, there was still plenty of ómeatô left on the tread. 
 

 

Seconds away from potential disaster, this tyreôs steel belt had suffered catastrophic metal fatigue 
And was starting to delaminate the tread from the body  

http://www.rrocavictoria.org.au/
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 Ken, our resident tyre expert and retail operator raised the issue at the Victorian Tyre Dealersô Association meeting 

regarding the recommended life span of aged tyres that had seen little use and at what age should they be replac ed? It 
seems that as far as bias ply tyres (the old cross-plies), age doesnôt affect them significantly provided they are properly 

maintained (pressures regularly checked, rotated and balanced at reasonable intervals, say every 10,000 miles or 16,000 
kilometres), and protected from the ravages of the weather.  

 Radial tyres however, are a different matter as they are more susceptible to aging damage ï particularly if stored 

with the car resting on concrete.  Now this raises an interesting question ï why do concrete floors affect the lifespan of radial 
tyres? I did hear some healthy scepticism regarding this comment from some Owners, so I asked Ken to explain the VTDAôs 

reasoning. Ken told me that this has been researched at length, both by tyre manufacturers a nd independent sources 
concerned with tyre safety and they b oth reached the same conclusion and they are:- 

 
 Tyres resting for long periods on concrete can suffer stress from temperature variations in the steel belts closest in 

contact with the concrete flo or than the rest of the tyre (this is because concrete, especially in the cooler months, can 

be as much as 10 to 11 degrees Celsius cooler than ambient temperature), thus causing different expansion and 

contraction rates between the steel belts closest to the floor than other parts of the tyre.  
 Concrete, being a hard surface causes flat spots at the base of the tyre when parked for long periods of time  and 

driving off with cold tyres can eventually cause metal fatigue on the belts as they struggle to regain  their shape. 

 
It is important to remember that the scenarios  mentioned above are effects that can shorten tyre life on vehicles 

parked on a concrete floor for extended periods of time (cars that are only used for Club events and are rarely used for any 

other purpose) and are not applicable to vehicles in regular day-to-day use. 
Manufacturers suggest that the life of a tyre is five years under normal operating conditions and the VTDA has 

suggested that owners of low use vehicles equipped with radial-ply tyres should be evaluated for replacement within ten 
years provided that these vehicles should be stored with the tyres clear of the ground to minimise the possibility of damage.  

The fact that since Creweôd Jottings started publication, there have been two near-disasters caused through low use 
tyres working well beyond their design life, I strongly recommend that whether the tyres are in regular or low -use situations, 

the tyres should be replaced every 5 years as recommended by the manufacturers and no later t han 6 years. 

Itôs cheap insurance when you consider what the alternatives could be. 
 

Cross-ply Tyres 
The cross-ply tyre is made up of superimposed layers of textile cord running at alternate angles from bead to bead.  

 

 

Radial-ply Tyres 
Not all radial-ply tyres have the nylon overlay but virtually all modern radial tyres have the steel belts.  
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Club Member and tyre expert Ken warns the Self -Help Group of the dangers of driving on over -age radial -ply tyres  

USE IT OR LOSE IT  
 We got things underway with a br ief chat from Geoff about the importance of keeping our vehicles maintained. Geoff 

is the proud owner of a MKVI and an S Series Bentley, the latter was purchased after some years of neglect. The owner 

before the previous one had maintained the car impeccably and all his good work was undone when it was assumed that 
servicing wasnôt necessary. Geoff had quite an expensive few years of bringing his Bentley up to a reasonable standard again. 

 There are those that believe only the SY and SZ series of motorcars fall into the óUse it or lose itô category ï not true 
ï it applies to all models as fuel and coolant hoses can perish as well 

as a host of other items as well. Some of the problems the team 

found with the S, was the fact that the ignition leads were in le ss than 
desirable condition and that the car was only running on five 

cylinders. Unfortunately our location wasnôt close to any auto shops to 
purchase any replacements but Terry H found that most of the 

problems could be temporarily fixed by cutting of the  ódead bitsô 
(which were close to the plugs) and cleaning the contact terminals, 

got the old girl back on all six cylinders again and Geoff can get some 

new leads at his convenience. 
 Another problem was the carburettors; tuning of these units is 

usually relatively simple unless the pistons or needles have worn out 
and this was the case in this instance. There was also a reasonable 

amount of scoring inside the suction chamber, enough in fact to cause 

one of the pistons to stick.  
 We managed to rectify the p iston problem by polishing the 

inside of the chamber with some Brasso. There was still a certain 
amount of scoring evident, but our cut and polish was enough to free things up again. It was a minor improvement but no 

amount of adjustment of the carbies and  timing could get the engine to run smoothly and the recommendation was to get 
the SUôs off to recondition them. Had we had the necessary spares and time up our sleeves, it is something we could do 

ourselves; unfortunately, we had neither.  

There was a reasonable amount of scoring inside th e 
suction chamber, enough in fact to cause one of the 

pistons to stick.  
 


