
 
 
"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter.  
 
The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not necessarily  those of the Rolls -Royce Club of Australia.  
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The m aterial does not constitute advice and you should not 
rely on any material in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any acti on.  
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitne ss for purpose of any material in this Newsletter.  
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (includi ng, without 
limitation, loss of business, revenue, profits, or consequential los s) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter.  
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors.  The information contains 
material submitted and created by third parties. We  exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in 
such material"  The purpose of these self -help gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge of  the vehicles in our 
charge.  It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work carried out on these vehicles  will replace  the expert knowledge of those  that 
specialise in this field.  Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her motorcar maintained  by a qualified professional unless they 
have  a thorough working knowledge of the  vehicle themselves.  

 

Please visit the Rolls-Royce Ownersô Club of Australia (Victoria Branch) website for more of our local Club news. 

www.rrocavictoria.org.au/  

 
  
 It was a good kick -start for the Self -Help Group for the 2010 season although the day fell on the first anniversary of 

the Black Saturday bushfires; therefore a brief moment of silence was observed in remembrance of those who perished, but 
that was the only sombre moment of the day.  

Ken hosted the event at his Bayswater North ótoyshopô and those who missed out on the visit on the previous 
occasion stood in awe at all the ómotorabiliaô just as we did before. The theme for the day was brakes as it turned out and the 

first patient was Daleôs 1962 Silver Cloud II.  

 

 

TOP:  
A nice little assembly of 
Crewe products graced 
the carpark of Kenôs 
óToyshop.ô 
 
 
 
LEFT AND RI GHT: 
Daleôs Silver Cloud II 
Gets the Groupôs 
treatment.  
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 Dale lives a fair distance away in Woodend and he had been wanting to attend our gatherings for quite some time so 
it was good to see that he was able to attend this one. Daleôs Silver Cloud has been kept in nice original condition and this 

was evidenced by the clean underbody of his car; our mission for the day was to give the brakes a general check -over and 
advise him of any repairs that maybe necessary. Dale was fully aware that his brake fluid looked a little bit past its óuse-byô 

date and we removed the wheels and drums to check the overall condition of the brake shoes and wheel cylinders for signs of 
leakages or perished seals.  

 

 The rear shoes still had plenty of ómeatô on them but the team advised Dale that the front ones were just about due 

for re-lining: Dale told us that he would not only do that, but also use the opportunity to get his wheel cylinders checked for 
wear and flush out the old brake fluid for new.  

 A very smart move Dale... 
 While the hoist was free I thought I might as wel l check the disc pads on my Silver Spur as they were last replaced 

about two years ago at another Self -Help meeting. They still have plenty of thickness in them but I might get some more 

pads and replace them at the end of the year.  
 The most involved job of the day was the removal of the brake servo unit from Peterôs 1950 Bentley MKVI. The brake 

servo system is an ingenious device which had served Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars faithfully up until the Cloud/S Series of 
cars. This system was also used (and invented) by the famous Hispano-Suiza way back in the golden age of motoring and 

was adapted for use (under licence from the Spanish and Swiss company) on Rolls-Royce Silver Ghosts (40/50 Hp). When 
Rolls-Royce took over Bentley in 1931, the óSilent Sports Carô also had the mechanical servo system fitted.  

 

If correctly maintained, the mechanical servo system is incredibly efficie nt and provides more than adequate 

deceleration for these heavy vehicles. But they have two fundamental enemies: lack of proper maintenance or oil saturation.  

The oil saturation will eventually occur on even the best maintained system owing to the transmis sion oil seals perishing with 
age. This was the case with Peterôs MKVI and when the lining of the servo gets soaked in oil, braking can be quite a sobering 

experience as seven times the effort is required to bring the Bentley to a halt.  

The rear shoes still had plenty of ómeatô on them But  the front ones were just about due for re - lining  

Peterôs MKVI was the major job of the day With the removal of the brake servo unit for relining  

The Brake S ervo Unit  


