
 

 

"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter.  
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The m aterial does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any material 
in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any action.  
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitne ss for purpose of any material in this Newsletter.  
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (includi ng, without limitation, loss of 
business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter.  
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors.  The information contains material submitted and 
created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material"  The purpose of these self-help 
gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge of the vehicles in our charge. It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work 
carried out on these vehicles will replace the expert knowledge of those that specialise in this field. Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her 
motorcar maintained by a qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the  vehicle themselves. 
 

Please visit the Rolls -Royce Ownersô Club of Australia (Victoria Branch) website for more of our local Club news. 

www.rrocavictoria.org.au/  

 
  

The first Sunday of September is Fathersô Day, which can be a dilemma when organising a technical day if you want 

Members to attend it and so, in order for proceedings to take place on the scheduled date, our group decided to hold a 

Father and Child, Spanner Free information day (no risk of getting young fingers getting caught up in the works).  
What an excellent opportunity to introduce the younger members of society to the Rolls -Royce and Bentley marques. 

Spanner Free didnôt mean that there would be no stripped down projects on display; we wanted the óyoung-unsô to 
see how things work as well as explain the cars themselves. I didnôt really expect too many folks to turn up on the day and I 

expected that there would be quite a few enjoying a Fathersô Day lunch somewhere, so it came as quite a good surprise when 

nearly thirty Members and their offspring attended ; even more surprising to see daughters as well as sons. This was very 
encouraging indeed. 

It was decided that the best way to óeducateô the young was to move from car to car and get the owners to explain 
the histories and special features of each model and we started with Peterôs Bentley MK VI. It was a good starting point owing 

to the fact that it was in a semi dismantled state and therefore we were able to show many of the working components of the 
car that would normally be hidden from view.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Bentley MKVI with bonnet, grille, radiator and other 
paraphernalia removed showed many of the working components 

of the car that wo uld normally be hidden from view  

The arrow points to  what is commonly known as a Harmonic 
Balancer although (according to the Worksh op Manual) the 

factory called it a Spring Drive and this was causing a            

nuisance vibration at 50 mph (80 kph)  

http://www.rrocavictoria.org.au/
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 The Bentley MK VIôs bonnet, grille, radiator and front engine pulley assemblies were removed which exposed the 

Spring Drive, which was causing minor annoyances to its owner at around 50 mph (80 kph) as he detected a minor engine 
vibration at that speed and Peter gave his audience a brief explanation of its purpose.  

 We then moved onto Peterôs other MKVI which has been converted to a roadster with an aluminium body bolted 

directly to the exposed chassis and its spartan appointments allowed us all to compare the overall mechanics of the car 
between the roadster and the saloon.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

An exploded view of the óSpring Driveô from the Bentley Parts Catalogue 

Peterôs MKVI Roadster (Fitted With R100 headlamps) always commands an interested crowd 
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My one a 1982 Silver Spur  

 Next in line was my own 1982 Silver Spur which of course is essentially a Silver Spirit, only four inches longer but to 

get those extra four inches in length when the car was new would have cost the purchaser an extra AUS$40,000, or as 
someone put it, about $10,000 an inch. Over the years the price difference between the two models on the second -hand 

market has narrowed to such an extent that they are both valued at about the same price, which is quite handy really 
because if I had my choice over again, I would still ch oose the óSpurô because of its extra legroom; personal taste of course. 

 

 Next cab off the rank was Lenôs 
Silver Cloud II LWB with division and 

readers will be well familiar with this 
lovely old girl.  

Just a bit of useless trivia here 
but the word óLimousineô is loosely 

bandied about these days and to the 

great óunwashedô, the definition of the 
term is usually associated with the 

stretched variety or simply a large car; 
but the real definition of a limousine is a 

motorcar that has a division between the 

driver and rear passengers and that of 
course, means that Lenôs Cloud II is , for 

all intense and purposes, a true 
limousine. 

There you are - you learn 
something everyday donôt you? This 

motorcar was also recently featured  in 

an advert for the Simpsons on our local 
television station and they affixed  

(temporarily), a small figure of 
Bart on the grille, and here it is.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


